
Civil Disobedience and Nonviolent Direct Action

Objective :
Students will be able to participate in an interactive exchange of information related to real-world nonviolent movements.

Brief description of scenario :

Objectives of the sequence

Session The students will learn to Linguistics and 
phonology

Culture Vocabulary fields

1 Identify the basic concepts of civil 
disobedience through audiovisual media

Listening comprehension Overview of the history 
of civil disobedience ; 
nonviolent organizing ; 
International Center on 
Nonviolent Conflict

Key terms and people for
civil disobedience and 
nonviolent direct action

2 Participate in an interactive discussion ; 
correctly use lexicon related to the topic ;
self-evaluate pronunciation ; conduct 
research on a cause ; use online 
language tools

Pronunciation of 
stressed syllables for 
noun-verb pairs ; reading
comprehension

Exchange cultural 
viewpoints on specific 
cause

Key terms, people, and 
organizations related to 
a specific cause

Situation : 
Nonviolent 
movements as 
a social reality

Microtask 1 : 
Conduct 

research on a 
specific cause

Microtask 2 : 
Outline focus of 
information 
exchange

Final Task : 
Take part in 
teach-in with 

panel 
discussion



3 Identify active and passive voice ; 
synthesize information collected in the 
research

Identification and 
manipulation of active 
and passive voice 
structures ; written 
expression

Familiarization with 
teach-in flyers

Metalanguage for active 
and passive voice

4 Explain the significance of nonviolent 
direct action for a specific cause to a 
public audience

Oral expression Teach-in as example of 
civil disobedience in a 
university setting ; 
organization of a public 
event

Introducing oneself and 
employing key terms 
related to the discussion

Modules

# Tasks (scenario) Documents Detailed objectives and
modalities

Activities Tools

1 Microtask 1 (research) Quest documents ;
authentic 
documents 
selected by 
students

Reading comprehension ;
collection of information 
related to topic (semi-
guided research)

Completion of quest 
document through both 
individual and group work

PC, internet, search 
engines, online 
dictionaries

2 Microtask 2 (synopsis) Flyers Written expression ; 
synthesis of information 
from research

Write a synopsis (150-200
words) to highlight the 
main points of the cause 
to be discussed

PC, internet, 
justpaste.it

3 Macrotask (discussion) Program Oral expression ; 
introduction and 
discussion

Introduce oneself in 
character ; participate in 
panel discussion ; interact
with the public

Vocaroo, audio files
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